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drained decently into the sea by a pipe-line. Each station
stands on a sandy cliff some fifteen to twenty feet high over-
looking the shore and the railway line runs alongside the
" plan" as though it were a railway station platform.
The whales are brought up from the harbour by rail on
trucks and dragged by winches from the trucks on to the
" plan."
The inhabitants of Durban complain ceaselessly, and
somewhat tiresomely, about the smell which, they say, blows
from the whaling stations across their beautiful garden city.
Up on the Berea where the white houses in the Dutch style
stand surrounded by bougainvilleas, poinsettias and the
Kaffir boom they said " How disgusting! How could you? "
when they heard what we were doing at the whaling station.
Perhaps we were inured to the smell of whale for never once
during the four months I spent there did I notice any smell
of whale in Durban's wide and pleasant streets,
Durban is a hotch-potch of many things. There are wide
streets full of modern buildings. Through these the gay
Zulu rickshaw boys go loping with their self-conscious fares,
mingling their shouts with the hooting of American motor-
cars. There is an outburst of civic pride in the main square
where there are municipal offices with the customary pillars,
domes and towers. And there is a magnificent sea front
with a yearly extending range of hotels where you can live en
pension for anything up to a small fortune a week. But
away from the main streets you come upon the orientalism of
the Indian quarter where the houses are squat and dingy and
brown children swarm about in the gutters. There are
constant crowds and noise here and the women in their
coloured shawls, many of them delicately beautiful and aris-
tocratic, though slightly unwashed, in appearance, weave in
and out among the throng. There always seems to be a
slightly squalid gaiety in this quarter and many of the low
buildings flower into spurious traceries and eastern domes.
At the back of the town again is the even greater dinginess pf